Cell-mediated immunological status in multiple sclerosis patients.
In vitro lymphocyte proliferation in response to allogeneic pooled cells, mitogens (PHA, Con A and PWM), and PPD was measured in 67 patients with clinically definite MS and in 67 age and sex-matched controls. Overall, dose-response curves in the two groups were similar, but response to PHA and PWM was significantly greater among patients, and a greater percentage of patients failed to respond to peak and suboptimal PPD concentrations. There was a reduced response to allogeneic pooled cells in Dw2 positive controls, and, in both patients and controls, a tendency towards a higher PPD response in Dw2 positive males. The results suggest that there is some alteration of balance of immune regulation in MS, which is slightly affected by Dw2 status.